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An Ethnographic Investigation and Study on the
Music of Folk Taoist Rituals in Huxiang Region
—Taking the Ritual Music of “Bodhisattva’s
Birthday” at Dongyin Guanyin Hall in Meixian

Town, Pingjiang County as an Example

Linlin Peng, Yunhao Tang
School of Music, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan
Abstract: In Pingjiang County, Hunan Province, folk Taoism boasts a long history and a strong atmosphere of
belief and culture. Among the numerous Taoist rituals presided over by priests, the Bodhisattva’s Birthday ritual
is a significant yang-style ceremony with both representativeness and ritual integrity. Typically, this ritual consists
of more than ten procedures, each of which has a fixed function and significance, accompanied by corresponding

scripture chanting, instrumental performance, and ritual dance movements. Different styles of chanting not only
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create distinctive ritual soundscapes, but also reflect the local uniqueness of Pingjiang’s folk Taoist culture.
Instrumental music is mainly performed by wind and percussion instruments such as suonas and gongs and drums,
falling into two categories: traditional tune names and impromptu compositions adapted to the ritual. Dance refers to
the movements incorporated into the Taoist ceremony. Taking the Bodhisattva’s Birthday ritual at Dongyin Guanyin
Hall in Meixian Town, Pingjiang County as the primary object of investigation and research, this paper records and
studies the folk Taoist ritual music of Pingjiang, Hunan, from three perspectives: ritual procedures and functions,
ritual sounds, and cultural interpretation, thereby providing new findings for the ethnographic study of Taoist music.

Keywords: Hunan folk Taoism; “Bodhisattva’s Birthday” ritual; Pingjiang Taoist music; ethnographic investigation
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