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The Path and Strategies for the Application of the
Wanshan Mercury Mine Site as a World Cultural
Heritage

Wenjing Yang
National Research Center of Cultural Industries, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei

Abstract: As the “Mercury Capital of China,” Wanshan District in Tongren City, Guizhou Province, boasts a history
of over 2,000 years of cinnabar (mercury ore) mining. Its mercury mining site carries profound historical, cultural,
and scientific value. This paper analyzes the current state of conservation and development of the Wanshan Mercury
Mine site, as well as its World Heritage application process. Drawing on the successful transformation experiences
of World Heritage sites such as Germany’s Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex, the Ironbridge Gorge in the
UK, and Japan’s Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, the study identifies the challenges faced by Wanshan in its World
Heritage application. Finally, targeted application strategies are proposed from five dimensions. Wanshan needs to
enhance its international representation and build a professional team to provide a practical paradigm for the World
Heritage application of mining and metallurgical heritage in China.
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