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Yangzhou Perfume Powder and the Decorative
Consumption of Jiangnan Region Women in the
Qing Dynasty
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Abstract: The economy of Jiangnan region has developed since the late Ming Dynasty. The women’s decorative

consumption has become more and more diverse, but it is mostly limited to wealthy families. Although ordinary

women have difficulty in obtaining it due to economic conditions, the perfume powder which made in Yangzhou

meets market demand. This demand covering all classes not only drives the development of the perfume powder

industry in Yangzhou, but also reflects that with the improvement of their own economic strength. Women in

Jiangnan Region show the opposite of the image of Chinese women in traditional historical materials who abide by

the feudal Confucian ethics and morality.
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