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The Metaphorical Functions in The Town and the Wall of
Uncertainty from a Psychoanalytic Perspective

Yuxuan Xu
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Abstract: As Haruki Murakami’s 2023 publication, The Town and the Wall of Uncertainty marks his maiden novel
composed in the postpandemic age, which bears his renewed contemplation over the postpandemic context. “The
town” and “the wall”, the central images embedded in the novel’s title, keep recurring in the protagonist’s mental
landscape. Adopting a psychoanalytic lens and taking these core imageries as the entrypoint, this paper dissects
their metaphorical functions throughout the text. Accordingly, it elucidates Murakami’s therapeutic scheme for the
modern psyche, alongside the intellectual dilemmas inherent to his solution.
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