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Under the “Citywalk” trend, young people’s urban cultural
experiences and perceptions of value

Wei Xu
Nanjing Media University, Nanjing, Jiangsu

Abstract: In recent years, Citywalk has evolved from a niche leisure activity into a popular urban experience among
young people, gaining rapid momentum driven by social media dissemination and shifting leisure demands in the post-
pandemic era. Unlike traditional fast-paced sightseeing at tourist attractions, youth-led city walks are characterized
by spontaneous, route-free exploration and in-depth engagement with local streets and neighborhoods. Participants
leverage local cultural references to actively uncover overlooked cultural details and daily life scenarios during their
strolls. This paper examines the cultural experiences and value perceptions of young people in Citywalk, analyzes
the underlying drivers behind its popularity, identifies current developmental challenges, and explores sustainable
pathways for fostering synergistic development between urban exploration and historic city revitalization.
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