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Abstract: To cope with Western sanctions and promote its domestic economic transformation, Russia officially
launched the Advanced Development Zone (ADZ) system in 2015. By designating specific economic zones in
regions such as the Far East and Siberia that enjoy special tax incentives and administrative conveniences, Russia
aims to attract foreign investment and reduce its reliance on imported products. Following the escalation of the
Ukraine crisis in 2022 and the tightening of Western economic sanctions, accelerating the development of the Far
Eastern Federal District has become one of Russia’s core priorities in the 21st century. In January 2026, Russia’s law
on International Advanced Development Zones officially came into effect, extending preferential treatment from
domestic enterprises to foreign investors. As an EU member state, France has a complex relationship with Russia:
while political relations remain chilly, economic ties are active, particularly in the nuclear and energy sectors. How
does France view Russia’s ADZs established to counter sanctions? Drawing on reports from institutions such as the

French Institute of International Relations (IFRI), this paper analyzes the policy positioning and actual effectiveness
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of Russia’s Far Eastern ADZs from the French perspective. It further examines France’s observations and evaluations

of this institutional design and Sino-Russian cooperation in the Far East, explores the underlying logic of France’s

economic policy toward Russia amid the current geopolitical landscape, and provides insights into the stance of

major European powers regarding Russia’s Far Eastern development.
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