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The Wife of Bath from the Perspective of Liberal
Feminism: The Defense and Reconstruction of Female
Subjectivity—A Critical Analysis Informed by the Marxist
View of Literature
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Abstract: The Wife of Bath in Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales is a highly pioneering and controversial

female figure in medieval English literature, as well as a classic subject of feminist literary criticism. Scholarly

interpretations of this character have long been marked by binary oppositions and persistent issues such as
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fragmented research perspectives, insufficient attention to historical context, and a lack of integrated theoretical
frameworks. This paper adopts liberal feminism as its core theoretical framework, incorporates the dialectical
thinking of Marxist literary criticism, and situates the analysis within the historical context of medieval social
transformation. It systematically examines the diverse practical paths through which the Wife of Bath resists the
dual discipline of theocracy and patriarchy and constructs female subjectivity from three key dimensions: bodily
autonomy, the struggle for discursive power, and the economics of marriage. The study finds that by reinterpreting
religious doctrines to defend female bodily sovereignty, deconstructing male discursive authority with her lived
experience, and relying on independent economic capability to reshape an egalitarian marital contract, the Wife
of Bath achieves a groundbreaking awakening of female self-consciousness in pre-modern society, demonstrating
a pioneering value that transcends her time. However, constrained by the limitations of the medieval era and her
bourgeois-class background, her resistance remains at the level of individual, secular rights protection, lacking
collective and institutional transformative thinking, thus exhibiting significant historical limitations. Drawing on
core Marxist literary concepts—that social being determines social consciousness, and that literature arises from
reality yet transcends it—this paper dialectically clarifies the progressive and limiting aspects of the Wife of Bath,
offering a comprehensive interpretation of the character’s historical implications and literary significance. This
study effectively addresses the deficiencies of fragmented existing interpretations and provides new theoretical
references and dialectical perspectives for the gender-based reading of pre-modern female literary images and the
study of female subjectivity construction in the Middle Ages.
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RGOSR ZURIE . BHIE AT A B RGHE . X H AR
R EA G 2 E AL . ST, ACLIEH
LWk SO REEA T, A S v B SO0,

1 58

AIE- TR (RFHAESEE) FhxE

SRR S E N T Pl (1 I R AR ES R b
PR P Z M A S 2 B AT, o A
EIE R ULHMR ) B B RS RORREL R T
28 AL S — ol R, O RTELA %
PEEAAVERE T A A, ARt 28RS S
SEADOE IR, MR B VA SRR Y, &
PERCIA R KI5 AR B AL 1 TERIB S 25 3
B AR PE. $EEHE RS A . B
UUS AR AR 22 PO MFE, T2 o 32 A o
AR SR GIa R, HE EJIFT A
IAGEATPE. AT F0 0 B i AR 78K 22 Hi i
ALY S 5 80— 1 S e b, AP AEBEE

https://cn.sgsci.org/

SRR L 2 LR, 2 AR AT LA
b4, PRSI ACRIR, RGN H A
PESEIR I 2SS T, LIRALRE o
M SO SR, e S R BIT LR A
B

2 RERTEHAXFR R

21 NBELRIERFEE: FIMLHEIER

B EEFN

FEFR RS BT RRI A 2 A AR R
o DUSEIRE L2 400 2ok St AR G PSR A o
TPt R, ASCE SCEEIRZI T,

e (7 o



HEIEHEIM
2026 6 B

Volume 3, Issue 3
June, 2026

HEmREMEOHE S NS, B R
FEABHE N H = M TSR B R R . —
K&, BT E O BOE RAS AW S, R
OB S KA. REBLSWIES —RK—ZFE.
M2 [ T, o 2 RS I ) L LA i
HAMPE “AFRM” . EE AN R R T
X “A2 K7, WAEMZEIER R, AR
RG0SR B 2 I AN B N 0 5 S
MM, EMFETETEE SN “RER” KL
AW . WSl CBIte) b “EAFERZ
Iwmar 1], R VEBREL I b I 25 e 26 Ak
i, ITHEBCR IR BRI B W . WhE T R RF
B 502 ARSI AL AR ARG, K
AE S P AT 3 B s X SR R BRI AR B SR
LR BEENEERRE . BEIHEL, K
BOCAZ & M MRS S B ik AL, 2
K A E SCN BT & 15— By, X R A
S8 AEU AR o B RU<F T AR OSSR L Ahor
AR ERURI[2]

B RYURB WU 2 55 v A B A A
SRR . WA TARR A SR M IR 2330,
bz 5 1 CEREZ) MBS, m CEaz
) RFHLH S 5B EEH Lt B %
AP AR B S H A o DN SERAS RIS I 3
AT L EE), B EA TR Z,
SRR B B AR A A, G 4R 8 ROV
P, mEZBMEEEHES CBRRZH) « ek
TEHEKERE ST, FEEhEaES
RIASIRAR Y o I A ARvE AR 55 1 3 S R F) R
FE AUl P d o ] 4 ek 2 A BRAR S, T L2 34 4 £ B
ARG ST B SCAUAE Z R IS SCREAL - T SR I i
K= AW, HE T LMER NS BOPSEBON I F 5
WEME ENE, eSO 7 RPiaate
KEUEB R EAEM . 8=, IR, T8N
it 2 i Il I FEAE A MG . KR
RESFERMIL, SEEREFEREE. RRTR,
FAOHE, RHERBMIFAREEEENE SN
O RANSEIFER, R, SR 5 EIEAE —
. e BEAEROUR S fr, B SR SIS A

* O] e

PR oS PEARN, IR O RIS
AR T A .

22 M “BiRZIR” BRTFEFNIE: TS
IR EN 2SR

B2 37 4 A B S ) A B TE T A ] R
SR BE A, UMNMERNEZRE, TEMSLEER
b, BREHOMAEGS, WEHEERSF
BN SCE XS A . i 28 s 1 Uk
AR PR AR S RS, Frigsh X
%, KRZRHBFEBFEEEBE. AR SRE
RS =Y. Bl “ NS R LS
BIRBUEW” PO OE S, SE T il m
g KIABEM . g E R A0 LA
P N ARG, ot b DO 56 1 A 1 32 i 1) 5 2 L
[FIEZSY U U oo SR i B K VAR = e = e B S o E 2 S
WANREEE 5 2 AN E, RO BUEE 5 F
P VR B RSE S RUR], T — B R O e
Wrid i g 5 DLz . i I R A A 1 S
BAR L s, MM BE ST H (E4) K
B, BB R ISR BRI B AT S 2 AL, DLtk
fRFIZ LB 2 I P (I E AR AU . WA T E
FEZRZ M XL HIR BRI M i3 5k
BU5E [0 ZARAT N B BRVE, LMEKEE B Sk )
G AT RIR S SO = R, ER BRI AR
W H 1] MeAh T ) EE T A SR B R X
FARUE, Bt 1% I8 S I BT I A W
WAL, R ERAA R LYEAT AN N EE, A

B B VERERCT LA 5 BRI . IR il v hz R
AT R G E R R, R AR AR S
P RORTEA R m RSN IL R, 1 A B
EHRALRKEIERH L, HERLMBT “HEEAE
FUS” SR MBS, a2 RIS
A BRPE SR AL 7 0P 2E SR (3] BRItk 2 4h, WL H
B LIRS NE LS SR 1 A2 35 4 11
RIS, PR T B X 3 B R AL
Lo DA NEI NIZ O E LY, R T 5
AR L PEATE IR AR E X, ik kA
TEARSS A 2 ML AR IR, AR L&

https://cn.sgsci.org/



BAREC: H T OISR 8T ot AR TR 5 FA—— 3 DL 5 R SO T
Peiwen Qian: The Wife of Bath from the Perspective of Liberal Feminism: The Defense and Reconstruction of Female Subjectivity—A Critical Analysis
Informed by the Marxist View of Literature

P 2 SCN KR IE S AZ L R 3R o

FEMR R SBT3 A 1, it mo
LR L ERIEERL WPt it e BERE
TRl TrRPTARIAC, Do, wheA. SCHEAIETE A
HIBPEE S, M G [ A o 3t 2 B 5 AR R
EM, Sz HEREEMEW S H 2N L IRR
M e, AE CBRIAZAY) & B PLSERriT ) 4
SFAREAUIAT N XA IERIT R T IR LS 42
i ., &SR B AR A ISR S .
HAT A DO SR — ), SR X A SRR
RANIPRAL, EEARMISRE . BIERLA S 0tk
E X PFHHA BE B M Se B a0 . dhdE
g iy BV IR A, B OV RN
LN S E MR, MR RIS
EE NS S

B hahg T2 S58 ek
b WU 7L KA R AR, AT AL ot
T SO PCEVEPPA T A ) U B
e W PEBEPE B, B4 HO 468 5 BRI,
B 2P O B RGBSR, #RREAE BT I R
PUr R R BRI Wb AR5 F AL S 06 B 1) 58
Be, fERIEZSCAES T, SER T KRR KA
MBI R .

2.3 MNEFRIEIZFTIRIG . HEZHEEH
YRR E

ZUr LR E T E SIS A L JT R
R LY AL . DU LR, AR
NREE ST B Rk, BEERBT IS, LR
Rfg R A 22 5F TV 5HES, F5H
AW 5B ELE RS EN. KITRENTI5AE
2, Biaia RN 5, R T ik
LMEXT BRI B, 13 LA E e 15 L%,
WA AT B AR RIAUR .

20 G A B 2 Ak 0l P ) B B AR, T
M7 T T 3t RS ST R IR . I AR (R A
HHCHRE) MEs R, EHErSiZH
R BRI IR AR AR 3K 2 I o U 44 R 97 47
Hly, SXEER TR ARTE A NG T AR

https://cn.sgsci.org/

FEERER S BMMILE N Ky L LR
KA E AL LAkt 5 3 i I B R, 2 DA
Fr i DY AL P o AR BT . ES A e
FIUS XTI, AR A TR A IRAE,
TR BEW S5 HVE R, W T A A SR
XHFET NG M AT E RN . ST Bk Ab
5, EHTE UL A RIS 2 E IS, T
USRS d . A,

3 BHrAL U RERSNAEHT =
X R EERE
3.1 BEALMERERSKHNAEH#SENX

CLE H 2P 1 ORI, L 0 0 S AR
PR 28 S0 R RS (B 1 S BT R, SR I
AR IH BN S, AREENCALEDE
SCo BRI 2 A R BRI B RIB R,
Ja T A ST A QAR 5 L R AR TR AR B
Ffifh o

—REEAG LB RERIER, FE
TS LR AR . T RAIE AT,
LB RO 2 LT R BE R AL, KB AR
Ui —J7M, SREMEA LN, DASEREIAAE Y
MRS, EELik. —ERE. TRER, HiEA
R K, SRR O AR BB & o — T, it
R M, WA AR . BRES, A
AR i PIIIE R IR R AL AN S
AR ROR, R 2 SRS B APER . TR
FEgEE M, T TGRS, BiE A A
e AR S RYUFM . LB R
MH LR .

oW v A itk AR RS A
VU 20 D [, oA TR AR M R i 2, SRS Ao
BOSCE IS8RV [ AR BB gh 2R, A
T ) A BO™ 87 B R D, 3R A B AR
[l PR G, IT RS AR AR, e R R L
POEIMHI A B REN,  WIT TR L e
RER TR S 0 — T, R i BILAX 2 12 i T R )
YRk

SRR R, et FERAQ

e (0 e



HEIEHEIM
2026 6 B

Volume 3, Issue 3
June, 2026

W, FFRETHREHEX—BR, RZIRB T
R RARE T RS AR, R R RN
I ARAZ S (R i, AR BT e B AR, T
R IFAL Y “ B pK” SE R AR AR RS
MIZ PRI I RS, T AR RIRE &
PisiiE e WU JE ok 5 O B RS 2 i
A, BB A R BURS R MLt
R SR AT RS, BN 5 305 S BT ) 22
PEE IR

3.2 BMAERZ T BEARSIAHERRNE

2R TR S A A L WA B
R L MR R ] ) SR AU AR LA K T IR R A
i AR AR, E M T ) e v R i R B AR
RSB, HRGUT NS B S —E W
PSRy BRI, B IR S A S R AR O —
B e .

R CPUYAE R SR R A AR AR R A
VrRo BHZMEE BN ZTE, RERA
LV AR AR AL B F) A S R ) 2 T FRD ) EE AL
. T B R LR R S X PUT N, IR RIR
TARGS R, sk Z A RR S R
B

TR BAOARIREEA R, R AL G 8
depEst. —Jrm, CHrESmEMELzF, KIH
ANE SN B ERB AR AL Z ] . i s SRR
B R ER, W SHIEEWEI S )5,
WX ERUREAT2IE, A “ DLR 5.
BODE S BRI, BA B R IR 55 %755
M EEE PSRN S H5—Jrm, EHEKIEE
VN R i G A [ R - (LR N I (R
SR A, HAEIE SRR IH =R T A i 4L i
=00, BA Bk ARBRERR, ik
ARV JZ TS VE 5l 8 AR 5, ARk 57 R A
i .

=RRPUT BB DA, sk Z R R R
FESEME o T 4 4 B 2 A & T Bob B A 2
e, ZRETIHAE, KEMZE. MERH.
R A R A 7 S BLIROR SR Z R E R

e 70

MR GESERE, SR DN AN NE L HEsh A
M ESEERE IR W RN ZIR, R
Bl DR T RGP JZ 8 5. B AR v T R B
JEF TN, AEEZEJE T i A S T
B B ARAKHRBRIE, Joikfih &8 ) W = =
T B I A fE 3 5 117 RSB J= 2 P 1) 337 K855 ]
AL RS R W, AL T R R A
S RIE R R A 2 b, 30 T B el 45
AR AR S, X AR B B 8 Xk DL AR
WL 2 T AR JR AR

33 SREBENFRVA THEMEREZRN
HHETH

PAL, 58 B8 SOCA P B A R, FIAA=
R JEE 58 B A T 25 W HA) e A o

— AR RE YRR EH a2
I AR R ) e SR P21 o DY T 208 % [ R ol 2 35
JE WatxE . wREEER, 2ENT LA
RN AR A Y Al . B IR SE 4340
LW ARAFARRS ISL 2 T 56 A, PR AL B S Tt
AR HEZ) B EIR M BE, i AR USRI A
T REAE. BLOPBIALIER o FR, P
1 20 B B e AL OB D basty,  DUAE 2R 08 A A AR
(ENE AT SRR I S SY GEZ S R Ry <1
FEkn, NEHERE R PTRR. B H EW SR
TSN et

TR R w2 AR R T R R
SEARECRIAIL B J=) B A s it I X RE S A 2R B Bl
&7 . Mgt Emm S, BT hiEa
FXMREE, TREZE B 5 E AT 084 R
PE, ELRR ) 2 e 2ok g i S8 AR S A A BB
H AR R B B, X0 L5 W A7 £ A A 1)
HRAS By AR -

SRR TS A T EaE R AR
BlsetE S EAEYE . WBLSEE R ORE, ElidE
i L 5 vt 20 W 300 T R 42 ) A i AR ARCIR
A, FEHEIL R T A e RN R JE Lot W & AR
W , AENGRMILSES SME. AEAEMER
kA, EERZH P L LT A, ERI

N
=

https://cn.sgsci.org/



BAREC: H T OISR 8T ot AR TR 5 FA—— 3 DL 5 R SO T
Peiwen Qian: The Wife of Bath from the Perspective of Liberal Feminism: The Defense and Reconstruction of Female Subjectivity—A Critical Analysis
Informed by the Marxist View of Literature

RS T R, FRET T O
R, LIRS A B, IEEBOY RS
REYFR RS

SE R

[1] (3] RoH- L PROFEFE M. HEF. b

Copyright © 2026 by author (s) and Global Science Publishing Inc.

e RSO, 1983,

[2] Friedan, Betty. The Feminine Mystique. W. W. Norton &
Company, 1963.

[3] Wollstonecraft, Mary. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman:
with Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. Printed for J.

Johnson, 1792.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0) .

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
B

https://cn.sgsci.org/

7] e



