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A Study on the Linguistic Landscape of New Chinatowns
—Taking Ikebukuro, Nishikawaguchi and Shimanouchi
(Osaka) as Examples
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Wuhan Institute of Design and Sciences, Wuhan, Hubei

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, Chinese immigrants and overseas Chinese migrated to Japan, gradually giving
rise to three major traditional Chinatowns represented by Yokohama Chinatown, Kobe Nankinmachi and Nagasaki
Shinchi Chinatown. With the deepening of globalization, new immigrants mainly from Fujian and Northeast China
have established new Chinatowns in Japan such as Ikebukuro, Nishikawaguchi and Shimanouchi in Osaka, whose
landscape patterns and cultural expressions are significantly different from those of traditional Chinatowns. Taking
the three major new Chinatowns in Japan as the research objects, this paper adopts field observation and image
analysis to systematically sort out the visual characteristics and language use norms of their linguistic landscapes,
summarize the commonalities and regional differences of the linguistic landscapes in these new Chinatowns, and
explore the formation motivations of such linguistic landscapes by integrating the immigration background of the

new overseas Chinese community and Japan’s social and policy environment. The study finds that the linguistic
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landscapes of new Chinatowns are characterized by the dominance of simplified Chinese, the absence of Japanese
kana annotations and localized naming. Their formation is the combined outcome of China’s economic and social
development, changes in the structure of the new overseas Chinese community and adjustments to relevant social

institutions, which also reflects the new features of social adaptation and cultural expression of new overseas

Chinese in Japan.
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