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Technology, Culture and Power: A Study on the
Differentiated Mechanisms of Public Opinion Expression
among Users of Different Social Media Platforms

Yuwei Qiao, Miao Li

School of Journalism and Communication, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan

Abstract: In the digital media era, the public opinion expression of netizens on different social media platforms
presents distinct characteristics. Based on Bourdieu’s field theory, this study adopts a participatory observation
approach to delve into the two major social media platforms, Douyin and Weibo, and systematically examines the
logic of user public opinion expression during the “Guizhou cruise ship capsizing” incident in 2025. The findings
reveal that differences in technical settings, cultural expressions, and power structures between the two platforms
all influence user public opinion expression. Weibo’s hierarchical interface, trending algorithm, long-form content,
and authentication systems have fostered user habits of in-depth discussions and rational exchanges. Douyin, on
the other hand, with its streamlined interaction, personalized algorithm recommendation, and audio-visual language

and subculture characteristics, has shaped users’ habit of casual and emotional expression. This study expands the
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conceptual connotation of capital in field theory by incorporating the analysis perspective of “technical capital”. By

applying this perspective to the fields of Douyin and Weibo, and by integrating the specific symbols and emotional

characteristics of public opinion expression with the macro-level of social power and capital,the study provides an

interdisciplinary analytical framework for platform governance optimization and public opinion guidance.

Keywords: Social media; Public opinion expression; Field theory
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