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The Third Front Construction and the Formation of
Shiyan City in Hubei Province
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Abstract: The “Third Front Construction” represents a strategic adjustment and profound transformation in the
modern industrial history of China, significantly influencing the historical development of the regions where it took
place. The initiative concentrated the most advanced material and human resources in automotive manufacturing
from across the country, along with substantial financial investment, to establish a modern industrial system in
the Shiyan area, centered around automobile manufacturing. This effort vigorously propelled the expansion of
Shiyan’s urban scale and the growth of its population. Within just two decades, the previously impoverished and
underdeveloped Shiyan region was transformed into a medium-sized industrialized city, emerging as China’s largest
commercial vehicle production base.
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