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The Pros and Cons of Metaphysics - A Political
Perspective
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Abstract: Metaphysics is one of the most crucial ideological resources within the Western philosophical tradition. It
adheres to the dual structure of the world, sharply distinguishes between essence and phenomenon, and maintains that
knowledge stems from the exploration of the essence of things, meditation and speculation. Truth is regarded as
immortal, eternal and transcendent, guiding and regulating everything in the real world. In contrast, phenomena are
"copies" of the essential world, constantly changing, diverse, and in a state of constant flux. They are unreal, uncertain
and false, and people's perceptual knowledge is merely an "opinion", not genuine knowledge. Transcending appearance
and pursuing eternity constitutes the fundamental spiritual temperament of metaphysics. Under such thinking, Western
political philosophy has evolved two entirely distinct ideological paths, namely constructivism and evolutionism. The
tragic consequences brought about by constructivism have more sources than those of evolutionism. The value of
metaphysics lies in its ceaseless pursuit of the spirit, and its vigilance against dogmatism in thinking and theory.
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