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Abstract: Objective: To investigate the willingness of undergraduate nursing students in border areas to study
abroad, and provide reference suggestions for the cultivation and development of international nursing talents.
Method: Convenience sampling method was used to select the sample. From May to July 2023, a questionnaire
survey was apply among the full-time nursing undergraduate students from 11 universities in Yunnan Province,
including Kunming Medical University, Yunnan University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Kunming Collage
and so on, to evaluate their willingness to study abroad and analyze the factors that promote and hinder their

study abroad. Results: A total of 816 questionnaires were distributed to the eligible students, in which 757 valid
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questionnaires were collected to run the final analyze. The results show that 12.7% of undergraduate nursing students
in border areas have a willingness to study abroad. There are significant differences in students’ willingness to
study abroad due to differences in household registration type, family income, parental education, and occupation.
The higher the level of family support and the more comprehensive the acquisition of study abroad information,
the higher the willingness of students to study abroad. The main obstacles to studying abroad are high costs, lack
of understanding of overseas schools and application processes, and language barriers. Conclusion: The overall
willingness of undergraduate nursing students in border areas to study abroad is not high. Society, schools, and
families can provide guidance for students to study abroad, improve their willingness to go abroad, and better utilize

high-quality nursing education resources abroad to enhance the comprehensive quality level of nursing teams in

border areas.
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