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Abstract: Objective This study aimed to provide insights for improving the training of doctoral students specializing
in respiratory medicine by comprehensively analyzing doctoral dissertations in this field, as well as their associated
training institutions, supervisors, and research keywords collected from the CNKI and Wanfang databases.
Methods Doctoral dissertations related to respiratory diseases published from the inception of the CNKI and
Wanfang databases up to December 31, 2025, were retrieved and analyzed. Information on publication year, author

affiliation, doctoral supervisor, and keywords was extracted and analyzed using VOSviewer and Microsoft Excel.
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Results A total of 4051 doctoral dissertations from 138 universities were included. Peking Union Medical College
produced the largest number of dissertations. Among the 1,911 supervisors, 11 supervised 20 or more dissertations.
Notably, Citation records were found in 1577 papers in the database, while no citation records were found in
2474 papers (61.1%). Keyword clustering revealed that the major research hotspots included chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), asthma, acute lung injury, and pulmonary fibrosis. Conclusion The number of doctoral
dissertations in respiratory medicine in China has shown an overall upward trend; Research topics are primarily

focused on common respiratory diseases, and further efforts are warranted to enhance international collaboration

and interdisciplinary training in doctoral education.
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