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Transcending the Binary Divide: The Predicament
and Path Forward for Comprehensive High
Schools as Vehicles for Vocational-General
Integration

Dingwei Zhang
Minle County Vocational Education Center School, Minle, Gansu
Abstract: Against the backdrop of current efforts to diversify upper-secondary education and deepen vocational-
general integration, comprehensive high schools are entrusted with the significant expectation of breaking the
traditional “general-vocational dichotomy”. However, practice reveals that their development is deeply mired in
structural contradictions inherent to this binary divide. This paper aims to analyze the core dilemmas faced by
comprehensive high schools as key vehicles for vocational-general integration and explore potential solutions [1].
The research finds that these dilemmas primarily manifest as: the ambiguity of institutional identity [2], making
it difficult to position them within the existing management system; the vacillation of educational objectives,

leading to a loss of distinctive characteristics under the dual pressures of preparing students for higher education
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and employment; the patchwork nature of curriculum systems, hindering the organic integration of academic and
vocational knowledge; and the divisiveness of evaluation paradigms, where a single measurement standard forces
students into an early, mutually exclusive choice. The root causes lie in the path dependency of governance structures,
the cultural imprint of social stratification, and the hidden hierarchy of knowledge types, which collectively
reinforce the binary system. To break this impasse, this paper proposes three strategic directions for constructing
an “integrated” comprehensive high school model: First, promoting identity reconstruction [2], shifting from “dual
dependency” towards establishing its statutory status as an “independent type”; second, committing to curriculum
reinvention, moving beyond a “disjointed curriculum” to create an integrated paradigm centered on project-based
learning; third, pioneering evaluation reform by establishing a multidimensional ability assessment system to guide
student growth. This study provides systematic theoretical insights and pathway references for comprehensive high
schools to achieve a substantive breakthrough from concept to practice.

Keywords: vocational-general integration; comprehensive high schools; binary opposition; curriculum integration
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