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Abstract: With the rise of social media, online youth communities have become crucial social and cultural spaces for
university students. Grounded in symbolic interactionism, this study employs netnography to examine eight typical
communities through participatory observation, surveys, and interviews. It analyzes members’ behaviors, cultural
traits, and their relation to mainstream culture. Findings reveal these communities feature anonymity, pyramidal
power structures, flat-yet-decentralized interactions, and self-interested pragmatism. Their culture both integrates
with (e.g., legal awareness) and conflicts with (e.g., values, expression) mainstream culture. Universities should
recognize these platforms’ role in socialization and foster healthy development through guided education, media
literacy, and cultural integration.
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