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Abstract: Driven by the dual imperatives of building a lifelong learning system for all and implementing a coordinated
regional development strategy, university continuing education has increasingly become a core engine supporting
regional development. This study explores the direction, intensity, and value differences in the contributions of
academic and non-academic continuing education to regional economic and social development. The research finds
that academic continuing education significantly enhances regional human capital reserves through systematic
knowledge transfer and degree attainment, yet structural challenges such as lagging program offerings and
insufficient industry-education integration persist. Non-academic training programs exhibit strong public welfare
attributes but relatively lower economic efficiency. Accordingly, the paper proposes a “Dual-Track Integration”
digital platform solution, which breaks down educational barriers through three mechanisms—credit recognition,
course sharing, and quality-driven accountability—providing theoretical paradigms and practical references for
university continuing education to serve regional development in the new era.
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