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A Modernity Reflection on the Educational
Thought of Neo-Confucianism in the Song
Dynasty: Constructing a New Paradigm of
Enlightenment Education through Upholding
Fundamentals and Embracing Innovation
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Abstract: This paper narrows down the study of educational thought under the influence of Neo-Confucianism in
the Song Dynasty to the realm of enlightenment education during that period. It delves deeply into the connotations
of Neo-Confucian educational thought in the Song Dynasty. On the one hand, this exploration can elucidate how
children’s enlightenment education was popularized and developed under the influence of Neo-Confucianism, that
is, how the social ideological system and social knowledge system influenced the transformation and development
of the children’s enlightenment education system. On the other hand, it enables a more comprehensive and in-depth
excavation of the rich connotations of enlightenment education in the Song Dynasty, seeking the convergence points
between it and contemporary children’s enlightenment education. By doing so, it aims to transfer the historical value
of enlightenment education in the Song Dynasty and the inherent value of China’s outstanding traditional culture
into the new era, allowing them to serve as references, sources of inspiration, and guides for children’s enlighten-
ment education, and promoting their further inheritance and development.
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