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The Importance of Teaching How to Describe
Figures/Tables for the Course of Academic English
for Polymer Materials and Engineering

Guang Hu
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Abstract: Academic English is a vital course for undergraduates in Polymer Materials and Engineering across
Chinese universities. However, current academic English books and curricula mainly focus on the analysis of
specialized vocabulary, sentence and research articles, overlooking a critical skill training of academic writing—
figures and tables description. This skill is not only foundational for graduate-level research in STEM fields but also
essential for analyzing and presenting data in undergraduate theses and professional practice. Additionally, major
English proficiency exams, such as College English Test (CET-4/6), International English Language Testing System
(IELTS) and Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), increasingly incorporate figures/tables-based writing
tasks. Integrating dedicated training in figures/tables description into the curriculum would equip students with
targeted strategies to excel in these assessments, foster academic thinking ability, and enhance their competence of
English language.
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