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Tri-ldentities of an Advanced SLA Writing
Learner: A Formative Assessment Approach

Qiuxian Chen, Hongya Fan
Foreign Languages School of Shanxi University, Taiyuan, Shanxi

Abstract: While writing is widely acknowledged as the most difficult skill to teach and learn in the area of Second
Language Acquisition (SLA), its prominence is equally undeniable, especially for advanced learners such as
postgraduates and above. Given that writing skill acquisition is a complex system which requires the combined
endeavors of linguistic, cognitive, psychological, cultural and even individual factors, a teaching mode, which
foregrounds learner-centeredness, empowers learners, and enables learner agency, is needed. This paper derives,

from the latest advancements in formative assessment, process writing and identity theories, three identities for
SLA learners—constructive writer, critical reader, and constructive assessor, as a possible way out for this issue.
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