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Abstract: Teacher ethics is an integral part of university development, and a sound framework for promoting teacher
ethics is essential to the sustainable development of higher education. Policy instruments provide an important
means of translating policy goals into practice. Drawing on McDonnell and Elmore’s typology of policy instruments,
this study uses the DiVoMiner text analysis platform to examine national policy documents on teacher ethics in
Chinese universities, with particular attention to four types of instruments: mandates, inducements, capacity-
building instruments, and system-changing instruments. The findings show that mandates are used most frequently,
while capacity-building instruments remain relatively underused. The use of inducements is also uneven across
different components. To improve the effectiveness of teacher ethics policies, greater attention should be given
to the coordinated use of different policy instruments. Capacity-building instruments should be strengthened to
encourage teachers to internalize professional ethical standards, while the components within individual policy
instruments should be better balanced and coordinated.
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