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Constructing a Cultural Security Education in Universities
in the Context of Youth Subcultures —An Examination
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Abstract: Under the rubric of China’s overall national security concept, cultural security deserves sustained
scholarly attention, and universities have a clear role to play in this regard. Youth subcultures—marked by insular
peer dynamics, a penchant for entertainment-oriented content, and piecemeal information consumption—render
this educational mission more complex. This paper considers three resulting challenges: the displacement of
conventional cultural identification, the subordination of reflective value judgment to recreational rationales, and
the erosion of cultural continuity. Closer scrutiny suggests that these challenges reflect four interrelated constraints
embedded in existing university practice, bearing respectively on pedagogical language, learning environments,
teaching strategies, and institutional mechanisms. In response, the study proposes a tripartite framework centered
on cognitive cultivation, dialogic engagement, and creative appropriation, to be put into practice through conceptual

revision, curricular updating, and procedural restructuring. The goal is to foster a more coherent and institutionally
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grounded model of cultural security education in higher education.
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