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A Study on Improving the Mechanism for Handling
Academic Misconduct in Universities under the Degree
Law: A Case Analysis of 12 Universities in Hubei Province

Wenli Liu, Wei Li
School of Education, Huanggang Normal University, Huanggang, Hubei

Abstract: The Degree Law of the People’s Republic of China, officially implemented in 2025, establishes a legal
benchmark for degree-granting standards, reflecting the state’s strong emphasis on academic integrity. Preventing
academic misconduct requires not only final punitive measures but also proactive prevention to foster a healthy
academic environment. This study takes 12 sample universities in Hubei Province as research subjects and constructs
a three-dimensional analytical framework based on the requirements of the Degree Law, systematically examining
the compliance of each university’s policies on handling academic misconduct with respect to “investigation and
determination procedures—disciplinary outcomes—appeal and redress mechanisms.” By further analyzing typical
cases publicly disclosed by Hubei universities, the study transitions from static analysis to dynamic evaluation,
ensuring dual research value. Finally, it proposes a tripartite corrective pathway integrating “rule refinement—
capacity building—supervision enhancement,” offering a solution that combines theoretical and practical significance
for refining the governance system of academic misconduct in universities under the Degree Law.
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