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A Bibliometric Study on the Thesis Topics of Master’s
Degrees in Management and Economics

Jiajia Liu", Ruotong Li, Zhuohan He

College of Economics and Management, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, Beijing

Abstract: To explore how Al-related topics have evolved in economics and management master’s theses, we
selected 9,332 such theses from CNKI (2015-2024). A bibliometric analysis with visualization and keyword
clustering was conducted. The results show a sharp rise in relevant theses since 2017. Thesis topics have shifted
in phases—from robot automation, big data, and blockchain to the digital economy and intelligent applications.
Research remains concentrated in corporate economics and finance, with limited integration into traditional
fields like financial accounting. Predictive analysis points to a future pattern of “intelligence—greening—method
integration.” Accordingly, we suggest that future thesis topic selection in economics and management better align
frontier technologies with national strategic directions and deepen interdisciplinary integration.

Keywords: master’s degree in economics & management; topic selection; bibliometrics; research direction; artificial
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