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Abstract: As a typical cultural symbol of teaching aids in the field of secondary education in China, the historical
evolution trajectory of the “Huanggang Secret Exam” presents four stages of “birth expansion decline revival”,

reflecting the deep interaction between China’s educational ecology, cultural psychology, and market logic. The
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“secret” of the “Huanggang Secret Exam” is not to cater to the “high difficulty training” of exam oriented education,
but to activate situational thinking, construct interdisciplinary networks, and empower cultural identity, deeply
exploring the learning potential of grassroots students Starting with quality as the foundation and brand expansion
as the domain, it quickly became a popular educational cultural phenomenon nationwide, reflected in the triple value
tension: the collective belief of prestigious school traditions and class mobility, the symbolization of celebrity effects
and regional spirit, and the regional breakthrough of teaching and research foresight and educational standards. The
“secret exam” is not only a tool expression of the demand for exam oriented and standardized high school education,
but also a crystallization of the interaction between social, political, economic, cultural, and educational systems.
When entering the new track of the era of artificial intelligence, the real educational revolution lies not in canceling
test papers, but in rebuilding a cultural ecology that allows failure, respects differences, and stimulates creativity,
allowing “secret papers” to return from survival strategies to instrumental rationality, and returning education to its
essence: cultivating complete people, rather than perfect answering machines.

Keywords: Huanggang Secret Volume; teaching materials; historical evolution; cultural significance;

institutional logic
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