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Value Leadership and Curriculum Innovation in
Vocational Art Education in the Era of Generative
Al: A Case Study of Appreciation of Classical
Masterpieces in Painting

Zheyu Wang
School of Innovation and Creation Design, Shenzhen Polytechnic University, Shenzhen, Guangdong
Abstract: With the rapid penetration of generative artificial intelligence (AIGC) in artistic creation, aesthetic
education in higher vocational colleges is facing many challenges, such as students’ weak artistic foundation,
utilitarian learning motivation, and limited aesthetic practice. Although AIGC has lowered the threshold for artistic
expression, enabling non-art major students to participate in creative activities, it may also weaken aesthetic
judgment and foster dependent learning, thereby prompting us to shift from skill imitation to aesthetic cognition
and creative generation. Based on the teaching reform of the “Appreciation of Classic Paintings” course, this study

holds that AIGC should serve as an “aesthetic thinking trainer”, enhancing aesthetic understanding and cultural
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interpretation through dynamic analysis and human-machine co-creation. This article further proposes a way to

cultivate innovative vocational talents, that is, to achieve it through interdisciplinary “Al+ Culture + Innovation”

courses and a developmental evaluation system that emphasizes aesthetic judgment and creative expression.

Keywords: AIGC; vocational aesthetic education; aesthetic formation; curriculum innovation; human-machine co-

creation
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