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Abstract: Under the background of the strategy for integrated urban-rural development, transferring rural land
management rights is key to optimizing resource allocation and boosting farmers’ incomes. This paper presents
a theoretical framework consisting of “direct, indirect, and deep-seated dividends” to systematically analyze how
land transfers influence farmers’ income sources (property, wage, and business income) using Yunnan Province
as a case study. Research combining practical case studies and data from Yunnan Province indicates that while
land transfers hold the potential to boost incomes, they also face three major obstacles: regional price imbalances,
difficulties in transferring skills, and weak linkages between stakeholders. Empirical research shows that land
transfers can significantly increase farmers’ incomes, but the impact varies greatly depending on the industry and
region. Therefore, this paper argues that future policies should focus on establishing a long-term mechanism which

incorporates tiered pricing, skills enhancement, and strengthened industrial coordination at the county level. This
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approach aims to systematically address the issue of “land transfers failing to increase income,” which encourage

farmers to diversify into multiple business ventures, and thereby ensure that land transfer.
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