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Abstract: This paper takes the creation of the 5A-level scenic area of Quzhou Ancient City as a case study to explore
the intrinsic mechanisms and realization pathways through which university resources empower the cultural and
tourism economy. The scenic area faces key resource gaps in cultural product development and flexible labor supply,
which form a structural complementarity with the core functions of universities, including knowledge production,
technology research and development, and talent cultivation. Through three mechanisms—product innovation
empowerment, service quality empowerment, and business format integration empowerment—university resources
are embedded into the value chain of the scenic area, achieving value transformation. The findings deepen the
theoretical understanding of how university resources empower the cultural and tourism economy and provide
theoretical support for the high-quality development of the cultural and tourism economy in similar historical and

cultural districts.
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